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REPORT 


The  population  of  the  Leek  Rural  District,  which  was  15,  488  in 
1911  lias  been  estimated  for  1920  at  15,680.  At  present  the  Leek 
Rural  District  consists  of  23  parishes,  parts  of  2  others,  grouped 
into  four  sub-registration  areas,  viz.  :  Leek,  Leek  frith.  Longnor, 
and  Norton.  'The  Leek  and  Leekfrith  Sub-registration  Districts 
comprise  rather  more  than  31,000  acres,  and  are  made  up  of  t he 
parishes  of  Bradnop.  Horton,  Onecote,  Rudyard,  Heaton.  Leek¬ 
frith,  Rush  ton  James,  Rushton  Spencer,  with  a  part  of  the 
parishes  of  Leek  and  Tittesworth.  The  Longnor  Sub-registration 
District,  which  comprises  the  parishes  of  Butterton,  Fawfieldhead, 
Grindon,  Heathy  Lee.  Hollinsclough,  Longnor,  Quarnford,  Sheen. 
Warslow  and  Elks  tones,  extends  to  over  '28,000  acres;  whilst  the 
Norton  Sub-registration  Area,  consisting  of  Norton,  Bagnall, 
Longsdon.  Endon  and  Stanley,  extends  to  over  13,000  acres.  The 
whole  district  of  Rural  Leek  consists  of  over  72,000  acres. 

This  wide  district  may  be  said  to  be  practically  all  agricultural, 
the  great  majority  of  the  farmers  producing  and  selling  milk. 
A  large  trade  is  done  in  this  connection  with  the  large  towns, 
and  the  great  milk  food  producing  firms.  Ploughing  and  crop¬ 
rearing  has  been  tried  during  the  years  of  the  war,  but  owing  to 
the  late  springs,  early  autumns  and  short  summers,  the  results 
were  disappointing.  In  some  cases  the  corn  was  never  cut,  and 
it  would  seem  to  be  an  absolute  waste  of  energy,  and  of  ground 
only  adapted  for  pasture,  to  try  and  produce  crops  that  stand 
such  a  poor  chance  of  being  harvested.  On  the  other  hand, 
glazing  and  milk-producing  pay  we'l,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
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the  farmers  in  this  district  have  done  much  better  of  late  years, 
and  llicir  homes  show  the  result  of  this  prosperity  in  the  greater 
comfort  and  a  general  appearance  of  well-being.  Whilst  this 
general  description  applies  to  the  greater  part  of  the  area,  there 
is  a  wild  district  beyond  Upperhulme,  extending  to  Quarnford. 
Longnor  and  Warslow,  consisting  of  moor  and  heather,  lying  ex¬ 
posed  about  1,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  that  would  seem 
by  nature  to  be  more  fitted  for  grouse  than  for  anything  else. 
Getting  on  to  a  century  ago,  some  coal  pits  were  worked,  but 
owing  to  the  quality  of  coal  and  their  remoteness  from  market, 
were  closed  down,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  ever  he 
re-opened.  Dotted  throughout  the  district  are  many  villages. 
Of  these,  the  most  important  is  Norton,  a  large  mining  village, 
situated  on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  with  a  long  street  running  down 
the  southern  slope  and  linking  it  up  with  Norton  Green.  At  the 
bottom,  about  a  mile  from  Norton  Green,  is  Brown  Edge,  a 
scattered  village,  also  mining.  Endon,  on  the  railway  line,  from 
the  Potteries  to  Leek,  is  about  1 .1  miles  from  Brown  Edge.  This 
village,  with  Stockton  Brook,  is  residential  in  character,  and  the 
houses  are  mostly  of  an  up-to-date  style,  and  include  many  fine 
residences.  All  these  villages  are  supplied  from  the  Staffordshire 
Potteries  Waterworks  Company,  and  whilst  Norton,  Norton  Green 
and  Brown  Edge,  are  privy  areas,  Endon  has  now  a  completed 
scheme  for  sewage  disposal.  Longsdon,  a  scattered  rambling 
vi'lage  of  good  houses,  situated  on  the  top  of  Ladderidge,  over¬ 
looking  Leek,  2  miles  distant,  is  also  abundantly  supplied  with 
water  from  the  Staffordshire  Potteries  Waterworks  Company, 
and  the  supplv  here  as  elsewhere  is  constant.  Rudyard  is  situated 
,‘i  miles  from  Leek,  at  the  foot  of  the  .romantic  and  picturesque 
lake  of  the  same  name.  It  is  a  great  centre  for  “trippers,” 
and  the  lake  with  its  overhanging  woods,  makes  the  place  an 
ideal  resort  for  a  day  remote  from  the  air  of  a  crowded  city. 
Rushton,  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  is  more  of  a  somewhat  congested 
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area,  than  a  village,  the  houses  here  being  grouped  a  little 
closer  than  over  the  rest  of  the  area.  On  the  borders  of  Cheshire 
we  have  ©auehridge,  a  little  hamlet  situated  on  both  sides  of  the 
Dane  consisting  of  about  20  houses,  most  of  them  on  the  side 
without  the  Leek  area.  Flash.  Longnor  and  Wars  low,  all  lying 
high  and  exposed,  are  only  small,  and  with  Butterton  and 
Onecote  more  sheltered  in  their  valleys,  form  the  characteristic 
country  villages,  with  joiner,  blacksmith,  etc.  Needless  to  sav, 
n  >  manufactories  are  carried  on  in  any  of  these  villages,  and  in 
none  is  there  a  system  of  sewage.  The  water  supply  is  from 
wells  and  pumps,  except  in  the  ease  of  Longnor,  where  there  are 
waterworks. 

During  the  last  few  years,  changes  of  proprietorship  have  been 
taking  place  in  this  neighbourhood  as  over  the  rest  of  England. 
Many  landlords  have  sold  their  land  either  by  auction  or  privately 
In  many  eases  to  their  tenants.  That  the  tenant  has  got  his  farm 
at  a  lower  figure  by  private  bargain  than  what  he  could  have  got 
ii  in  the  open  market,  shows  that  the  sympathy  that  united  land¬ 
lord  and  tenant  was  actually  real,  hut  whether  the  change  will  be 
to  the  benefit  of  the  farmer,  or  the  country  at  large,  remains 
to  he  seen.  Jn  many  cases,  the  farmer  having  parted  with  all  his 
spare  money,  still  owes  on  the  purchase  of  the  farm,  a  sum,  the 
interest  of  which  is  more  than  his  previous  rent.  If  high  prices 
remain,  the  farmer  may  manage  to  free  himself  from  this  mill¬ 
stone.  but  if  bad  times,  bad  harvests,  or  bad  prices  come,  worry, 
anxiety,  bad  health,  depreciation  in  the  price  of  stock,  and  finally 
bankruptcy,  would  be  not.  only  of  local  but  of  national  importance. 
In  the  meantime,  if  farmers  make  money,  no  doubt  we  shall 
sec  the  result  in  improvements  in  the  farm  buildings,  and  the 
sanitation  of  agric-utural  England  will  be  greatly  improved. 
Generally  speaking,  much  requires  to  lie  done  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  to  bring  houses,  cowsheds,  etc.,  up  to  the  desired  standard, 
but  whilst  bricklayers  and  other  workmen  are  taken  up  in  the 
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erection  of  new  houses,  and  all  requisites  axe  difficult  to  obtain, 
amelioration  of  the  conditions  seems  to  he  all  that  is  practicable 
in  the  immediate  future. 

In  tlie  large  majority  of  cases  all  the  work  on  the  farms  is 
done  by  the  farmer  and  his  family.  When  additional  help  is 
required,  this  is  obtained  by  the  engagement  of  young  men  and 
women,  who  reside  in  the  farmhouse.  There  are  practically  no 
cases  in  which  married  men  are  engaged,  and  consequently  the 
question  of  additional  cottages  for  working  men  does  not  arise. 
In  the  case  of  many  of  the  small  farms,  the  occupant  has  also 
an  occupation,  e.g.,  mining,  roadmaking,  etc.  Many  of  the  farms 
are  difficult  of  access,  and  the  roads  to  them  are  not  only  most 
inconvenient,  hut  in  a  wretched  state  of  repair.  It  is  a  truism 
to  say  that  the  prosperity  of  Leek  Rural  depends  entirely  on 
the  prosperity  of  agriculture. 

A  large  portion  of  the  parish  of  Norton  is  situated  on  the 
coal  measures.  Portions  of  Norton  Green  and  Baddeley  Green 
are  on  alluvial  soil.  End  on  is  situated  on  a  patch  of  new  red 
sandstone.  Longstone  is  on  millstone  grit.  There  is  alluvium 
in  the  valley  between  Endon  and  Stanley.  Bagnall  is  situated 
on  the  Yoredale  sandstone,  and  the.  rest  of  the  parish  is  on 
sandstone  and  shale.  In  the  Longnor  distinct,  Butterton  and 
Grindon  are  situated  on  the  limestone  and  Yoredale  sandstone. 
Fawfieldhead  and  Heathylee  are  on  Yoredale  sandstone  ;  Longnor 
and  Hollinsclough  are  on  sandstone  and  shale.  Quarnford  is  on  the 
millstone  grit.  A  large  portion  of  Warslow  and  Elkstones  are 
on  shale  and  a  small  portion  on  limestone. 

In  the  Leek  and  Leekfrith  districts,  Leekfrith.  Bradnop  and 
Onecote  are  on  the  Yoredale  rocks,  consisting  of  thin  beds  of 
sandstone  and  shale.  Heaton  and  Horton  are  partly  on  millstone 
grit  and  partly  on  Yoredale  sandstone  •  portions  of  Rudyard, 
Rushton  James  and  Rushton  Spencer  are  situated  on  millstone 
grit.  Yoredale  sandstone,  alluvium  and  red  sandstone. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  deaths  registered  in  the  district  for  1930  numbered  158, 
and  were  distributed  as  follows  : 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Leek  Sub-Registration  Area 

11 

12 

23 

Leekfrith  ,,  ,, 

12 

7 

19 

Longnor  ,,  ,, 

15 

17 

32 

Norton  ,,  ,, 

45 

39 

84 

83 

75 

158 

To  these  have  to  be  added  18  belonging  to  the  district  who 
died  and  were  registered  outside  the  area  On  the  other  hand, 
8  of  the  deaths  registered  in  the  district  belonged  to  other 
districts,  and  have  to  be  deducted,  so  that  the  deaths  actually 
belonging  to  the  district  were  168. 


Deaths  registered  in  the  district  .  158 

Death  transferred  in  ,  .  18 

176 

Deaths  transferred  out  .  8 

168 


This  is  the  smallest  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the 
district  for  the  last  30  years,  which  is  as  far  as  my  records  go. 
In  1898  there  were  184  deaths  registered  in  the  district,  and  in 
1917  the  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  was  192. 
These  are  the  lowest  records  for  the  period  referred  to.  During 
the  same  period  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  was  in  the 
years  1894,  1900,  and  1918,  viz.,  247  ,  246,  and  244  respectively. 

Of  the  168  deaths,  59  were  above  65,  which  is  practically 
the  same  proportion  as  70  out  of  304,  last  year’s  return.  Thirty- 
three  deaths  took  place  in  the  first  year  of  life,  and  no  fewer 
than  thirty-four  between  45  and  65.  During  November  and 
December  there  were  no  deaths  in  the  district  under  25  years 
of  age. 
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Of  the  eighteen  deaths  transferred  in,  seventeen  occurred 
in  public  institutions.  Of  these,  seven  occurred  in  the  Leek 
Workhouse,  four  in  the  North  Staffordshire  Infirmary,  three  in 
the  County  Asylum,  Cheddleton,  one  in  the  Leek  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  one  in  the  Leek  Cottage  Hospital.  The  large 
number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  that  takes  place  in 
the  Leek  Workhouse  Infirmary  shows  the  extent  to  which  this 
Institution  serves  the  purpose  of  a  nursing  home,  and  incurable 
hospital  for  the  poor,  and  many  are  the  cases  sent  in  because 
they  “  cannot  do  with  them  at  home,-’  helpless,  bedridden,  and 
incontinent. 

During  1920,  the  births  registered  in  the  district  were  377. 

or  5  more  than  last  year.  These  births  were  distributed  over 
the  different  Sub-Registration  Areas  as  follows  : 

Legitimate.  Illegitimate. 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total. 

Leek  . 

...  28 

26 

2 

1 

30 

27 

57 

Leekf  rith 

...  22 

13 

0 

1 

22 

14 

36 

Longnor 

...  33 

26 

6 

4 

39 

30 

69 

Norton  . 

...  Ill 

100 

4 

0 

115 

100 

215 

194 

155 

12 

6 

206 

171 

377 

In  1914  the  births  numbered  389.  The  birth-rate,  based  on 
the  estimated  population  of  15,680,  is  24.04  per  thousand!  whilst 
that  for  England  and  Wales  is  25.4.  The  illegitimacy  is  4.77  per 
cent,  of  the  total  births,  compared  with  3.49  for  1919.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  distribution  of  births  remains  much  the  same 
a«  Last  year,  but  the  proportion  of  male  to  female  births,  instead 
of  104  males  to  100  females,  stands  at  no  less  than  120  male 
births  to  100  females. 

The  deaths  under  one  year  are  33,  a  considerable  increase  ove: 
last  year,  when  the  deaths  numbered  24,  with  practically  the 
same  number  of  births.  Ten  died  during  the  first  week,  and  12, 
compared  with  10  last  year,  died  during  the  first  month.  These 
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died  from  premature  birth  (4),  and  congenital  debility.  Of  tbo.s- 
wbo  survived  a  month,  8  died  of  diseases  of  the  respiral. m-v 
organs,  and  4  of  diseases  of  the  alimentary  system,  and  of  the 
remaining  seven,  the  cause  of  death  in  four  cases  was  attributed 
to  atrophy,  debility,  or  marasmus. 

The  death-rate  for  children  under  one  for  England  and  Wales 
was  80  per  1000  births,  that  for  the  Leek  Rural  Area  was  87. 
This  figure  does  not  compare  favourably  with  the  preceding  year', 
when  it  was  52  in  1917,  75.8  in  1918,  and  64.5  in  1919. 

For  children  from  one  to  fifteen  years  of  age,  the  number 
ol  deaths  is  given  in  the  following  table,  which  can  be  used  for 
comparison  for  different  years. 

1  to  2  2  to  5  5  to  15  Total. 


1915  14  0  15  20 

1916  9  11  5  25 

1917  6  12  12  30 

1918  8  17  14  39 

1919  8  7  10  25 

1920  5  8  6  19 


Of  the  nineteen,  2  died  of  measles,  1  of  whooping  cough,  4 
oi  diphtheria,  3  of  tuberculous  disease,  1  of  meningitis,  1  of 
bronchitis,  2  of  pneumonia,  one  diarrhoea,  and  one  from 
accident.  Whilst  the  number  shows  a  very  satisfactory  reduction 
from  previous  years,  the  large  proportion  due  to  infectious  disease 
leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS 

During  the  year  there  was  one  case  of  pollution  of  streams. 

SEWAGE  AND  DRAINAGE  WORKS. 

The  plans  of  all  new  houses  have  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Council  for  approval,  so  that  these  conform  to  the  modern  re¬ 
quirements  of  sanitation. 
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The  p;i il  system  is  now  generally  adopted  in  the  Norton 
district,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  system  should  he  extended. 

1  he  practical  difficu  ties  of  arranging  tor  the  systematic  emptying 
of  these  receptac’es  in  scattered  villages,  and  the  consequent 
expense,  would  necessitate  a  large  addition  to  the  rates. 
Attempts  are  being  made  to  ameliorate  these  conditions.  Apart 
from  any  action  of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  it  is  to  he  hoped 
that  the  higher  standard  of  living  in  the  district  will  raise  the. 
idea’s  of  the  people  so  that  they  will  secure  individually  an  im¬ 
provement  of  present  conditions.  At  present,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  makes  visits  to  the  different  parts  of  the  district  with 
the  view  of  preventing  and  remedying  whatever  tends  to  become 
a  nuisance. 

The  Endon  Sewage  Scheme,  prepared  by  Messrs.  Wilcox  and 
Rnikes,  is  now  in  working  order,  and  the  number  of  connections  is 
now  about  50.  The  scheme  has  been  a  very  expensive  one.  hut 
it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  =o  far  it  is  quite  a  success. 
Endon  has  now  a  proper  system  of  drainage,  which  no  doubt  will 
act  as  an  incentive  to  the  building  of  many  new  houses  and  help 
the  village  and  district  in  a  material  way. 

The  large  sewage  tank  at  Norton  Green  has  been  recon¬ 
structed  at  considerable  expense  and  is  now  in  good  order.  The 
small  tanks  in  the  parish  of  Norton  are  also  in  a  satisfactory 
state.  These  have  been  regularly  emptied  during  the  year. 

All  the  sewage  outfalls  and  intercepting  pits  have  been  regu¬ 
lar^-  inspected  and  satisfactorily  maintained. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

These  include  two  knackers’  yards,  one  at  Milton,  the  other 
at  Morridge  side,  in  the  parish  of  Onecote.  Both  of  these  have 
beer,  inspected  regularly,  and  found  to  he  satisfactorily  managed. 


FOOD. 


The  Rural  Area  of  Leek  is  a  large  milk-producing  centre,  and 
to  bring  milk  into  the  district  would  be  like  taking  coals  to 
Newcastle,  and  still  I  have  no  doubt  all  forms  of  children’s  foods 
are  readily  sold  and  preserved  milks  may  be  as  much  in  request 
as  in  the  large  towns.  At  certain  periods  of  the  year  there  may 
be  a  scarcity  of  milk  in  the  more  or  less  isolated  parts  of  the 
district,  but  on  the  wholie  milk  is  abundant,  and  can  be  obtained 
at  a  price.  Health  Visitors  have  instructions  that  wherever  they 
come  across  cases  requiring  milk,  to  report  such  cases  to  the 
M.O.H..  in  order  that  milk  may  be  provided,  but  as  yet  no  ap¬ 
plication  has  been  received. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Pr  actically  all  the  eases  of  infectious  diseases,  apart  from 
tuberculosis,  consist  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever.  There  were 
during  the  year  55  cases  of  these  diseases  reported — 24  of  diph¬ 
theria  and  31  of  scarlet  fever ;  as  compared  with  52  for  1919 — 
20  diphtheria  and  23  scarlet  fever.  With  the  exception  of  a  ease 
of  scarlet  fever  at  an  isolated  farm  at  Upperhulme,  3  miles  east 
of  Leek,  and  one  at  Baddeley  Green,  there  were  no  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  in  the  district  until  the  7th  of  February,  when  four 
members  of  one  family  were  notified  at  Brown  Edge,  a  village 
between  Norton  and  Endon.  The  next  case  in  this  district  oc¬ 
curred  on  March  17th,  and  within  a  week  four  more  eases  were 
reported.  These  were  the  only  eases  in  this  district  until  June 
2nd,  when  two  cases  were  reported,  but  no  other  cases  followed, 
and  Brown  Edge,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  case  in  October, 
was  free  of  the  disease  until  the  end  of  the  year.  The  other  cases 
ol  scarlet  fever  occurred  at  LTpperhulme,  where  three  children 
were  successively  attacked  in  18  days  between  the1  first  and  second 
and  a  week  between  the  second  and  third  .  The  children  were  all 
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removed  on  notification,  and  the  house  disinfected.  In  Baddeley 
Green  there  were  three  cases  during  the  year,  two  in  March  and 
°ue  in  September,  two  at  Norton  in  February  and  May.  In 
Endon  two  cases  occurred  in  one  house  in  April,  one  in  October, 
and  another  in  December  Stockton  Brook  had  two  cases,  one 
in  February  and  another  in  March.  Bagnall  had  one  case  in 
March  ;  Bull  Green  one  in  December,  and  Bradnop  also  one  in 
December.  The  following  is  the  monthly  distribution:  — 

Jan.  Fel).  March  April  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

2  8  8  2  1  2  0  0  1  2  0  3 

The  great  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  winter  months,  and 
from  April  to  November  inclusive  the  number  of  cases  numbered 
only  eight.  There  were  no  cases  of  scarlet  fever  reported  from 
the  Longnor  district  throughout  thw  year. 

The  means  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  were 
the  prompt  removal  of  the  patient  to  Hospital,  26  being  thus 
treated,  and  thorough  disinfection  of  the  premises.  School  chil¬ 
dren  were,  of  course,  excluded  from  school  for  the  usual  period. 
The  type  of  scarlet  fever  did  not  appear  to  be  severe,  and  there 
were  no  deaths. 

Not  only  had  Brown  Edge  the  greatest  share  of 
Scarlet  fever,  hub  they  had  also  the  greatest  number  of  cases 
of  diphtheria,  beginning  with  one  case  in  January,  a  month  elapsed 
and  two  fresh  cases  were  notified.  Nine  weeks  later,  in  April, 
a  further  case  occurred,  and  after  an  interval  of  three  weeks, 
diphtheria  again  appeared  18th  June.  At  the  beginning  of 
July  (3rd  and  4th)  three  cases  were  reported,  and  there  were  no 
fresh  cases  until  September,  when  from  the  6th  to  the  2f)th  five 
cases  were  again  notified,  and  after  this,  Brown  Edge  remained 
free  from  the  disease  until  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  to  ho  noted 
that  in  the  month  of  March,  which  furnished  the  largest  mini- 


*3 

tier  of  scarlet  fever  cases,  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria . 
Rushton  (April).  Ball  Green  (September),  Stockton  Brook  (Sep¬ 
tember),  had  each  a  single  case  of  diphtheria.  Two  cases  occur¬ 
red  in  Endon  (July  and  October),  and  three  at  Baddeley  Green 
(July,  Sept.,  and  November). 

Similar  means  are  adopted  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection 
as  in  scarlet  fever.  Eighteen  cases  were  treated  in  the  T.ee k 
Isolation  Hospital,  with  one  death.  Some  of  those  not  sent  were 
too  seriously  ill  to  be  moved.  In  all  cases  the  patients  treated  in 
hospital  have  to  be  declared  free  from  infection  by  bacteriological 
examination  of  swabs  before  being  allowed  to  return  home.  The 
facilities  placed  at  their  disposal  to  have  swabs  examined  at  the 
Biimingham  University  is  largely  taken  advantage  of  by  the 
medical  men  in  the  neighbourhood.  Free  antitoxen  is  supplied 
Co  medical  men  by  the  Council;  on  their  request. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  arid  3  cases  of  Opthalmia  Neon¬ 
atorum  were  reported  during  1920.  All  3  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
recovered  without  any  defect  of  vision. 

PNEUMONIA.— Ten  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  reported  during 
tne  year  including  4  in  the  first  and  4  in  the  last  quarter. 

There  have  been  no  cases  during  the  year  of  Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis,  Anthrax,  Rabies,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  or  Trench 
Fever. 

SMALL  POX.-— In  April  it  nos  reported  by  telephone  that 
there  was  si  case  of  small  pox  in  Longnor  village.  The  case 
hid  been  seen  by  two  medical  men  who  agreed  upon  the  diagnosis. 
Steps  were  at  once  taken,  and  the  case  was  promptly  removed 
to  Bagnall  Smallpox  Hospital,  where  the  medical  officer  had  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  that  it  was  a  case  of  mistaken  diagnosis 
and  tli<'  patient  was  thereupon  sent  home. 
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There  has  been  no  necessity  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations 
1017,  to  make  any  primary  vaccinations  or  revaccinations. 

During  the  year  16  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  reported,  com¬ 
pared  with  19  for  last  year,  which  corresponds  roughly  1  per 
1,000  of  population.  Of  the  16,  no  fewer  than  14  were  pulmonary. 
So  far  as  tuberculosis  affecting  the  lungs  is  concerned,  notification 
appears  to  lie  satisfactorily  carried  out.  The  cases  reported  are 
visited  by  the  health  visitors,  who  report  on  sanitary  defects 
to  the  M.O.H.  Shelters  are  provided  by  the  County  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  patients  render  them  advisable.  The  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Dispensaries  are  well  attended,  and  a  fail'  number  of 
cases  receive  sanatorium  treatment.  Facilities  for  the  examin¬ 
ation  of  the  sputum  are  provided,  and  in  fatal  cases  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  carries  out  a  thorough  disinfection  of  the  pfemises. 
I  he  16  cases  included  10  males  and  6  females,  but  when  the 
non-pulmonary  are  omitted,  the  numbers  are  more  equal  8  to  6. 
No  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  reported  under  8,  and  the 
oldest  case  was  that  of  a  roadman,  who  presumably  had  led  an 
outdoor  life,  aged  68.  The  age  distribution  is  given  in  the  table 
of  Infectious  Diseases.  The  comparatively  large  number  of  7 
were  school  children.  2  were  silk  workers,  2  housewives,  and  the 
list  also  included  a  farmer,  a  roadman,  and  a  tube  drawer.  There 
were  no  cases  of  tuberculous  meningitis  reported  during  the  year. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION . 

The  Council  has  a  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  infectious 
diseases,  beautifully  situated  at  Tinster’s  Wood,  on  a  sunny 
plateau,  wdth  the  wood  behind.  It  is  well  isolated,  and  the 
situation  is  an  ideal  one  for  the  purpose.  The  Hospital  itself 
is  a  corrugated  iron  structure,  and  consists  of  two  wards  with 
accommodation  for  12  patients.  The  Hospital  has  been  used 
during  1920  for  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  All  the  cases  of  diphtheria 
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sent  to  Hospital  were  treated  in  the  Leek  Isolation  Hospital  of 
ti  e  Leek  Urban  Council. 

During  the  year  18  cases  of  diphtheria  were  treated  in  the 
Leek  Isolation  Hospital,  with  one  death,  and  26  cases  of  scarlet 
fevei  were  treated  in  Tinster's  Wood  without  a  death. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  district  is  part  of  the  County  Scheme  for  Health  Visiting, 
and  two  Health  Visitors  are  appointed  for  the  area.  In  addition 
ta  Health  Visiting,  they  have  also  schools  and  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  to  attend  to.  The  comparative  density  of  population  in 
the  Norton  area  makes  the  work  in  that  portion  much  easier 
than  in  the  rest  of  the  district.  This  especially  applies  to  the 
parishes  in  the  Longnor  Sub-Registration  Area,  which  lies  high, 
is  sparsely  populated,  and  boasts  of  a  winter  the  duration  and 
severity  of  which  is  similar  to  that  of  the  Peak.  There  the 
snow  lies  for  months,  rendering  access  to  the  isolated  houses, 
ta  which  in  summer  the  roads  are  only  cart-tracks,  in  the  winter 
particularly  difficult.  The  main  roads  themselves  consist  of 
steep  gradients  so  that  the  physical  strain  on  any  woman  who 
undertakes  to  travel  this  bleak  and  hilly  district  on  a  bicycle  is 
very  great.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  know  that  with  such 
difficulties  in  the  way  so  much  has  been  done.  The  visitors 
all  report  the  cordial  reception  they  receive  at  the  different 
houses  they  visit  Every  month  returns  are  made  of  the  visits 
to  expectant  mothers,  infants  and  children  under  five,  and  these 
are  submitted  to  the  Council  at  their  monthly  meetings.  That 
the  efforts  of  the  health  visitors  are  duly  appreciated  by  the 
parents  are  all  to  the  good,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  advice  and 
instructions  given  will  prove  useful  and  beneficial,  especially  in 
the  cases  of  the  younger  mothers.  The  health  visitors  prove 
very  valuable  in  reporting  sanitary  defects,  which  are  reported 
to  and  dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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The  number  of  midwives  in  this  district  is  below  the  require¬ 
ments,  hut  no  doubt  this  will  be  remedied  before  long.  The 
difhculties  are,  of  course,  the  few  births  and  their  wide  distri¬ 
bution,  so  that  even  the  best  centre  leaves  the  majority  of  cases 
a  long  way  to  go,  and  a  country  tramp  of  miles  along  muddy 
roads  and  through  fields  in  a  dark  wet  blustering  night  does  not 
appeal  to  many  women.  As  these  conditions  are  not  likely  to 
be  ameliorated  in  the  immediate  future,  it  is  desirable  to  try 
and  make  the  best  arrangements  possible  under  the  circumstances. 

Out  of  the  377  parturitions  for  the  year,  there  was  one  case 
ov  puerperal  fever  and  no  deaths. 

Now  that  the  notification  of  measles  is  no  longer  compulsory, 
the  reports  from  the  schools  are  the  principal  source  of  inform¬ 
ation,  and  the  number  of  cases  in  this  district,  so  far  as  one 
could  gather,  has  been  the  smallest  for  years.  The  County  offers 
nursing  assistance  in  the  case  of  measles  wherever  it  is  advisable, 
but  the  limited  accommodation  of  the  houses  where  a  nurse 
won  cl  be  of  advantage,  and  the  practical  impossibility  of  getting 
her  lodgings  is  sufficient  to  render  this  advantage  of  no  avail. 

Of  the  10  cases  of  Infants  dying  under  1  week,  3  were  from 
premature  birth,  3  from  congenital  malformations,  1  from 
atelectasis,  1  from  convulsions,  and  2  were  due  to  debility  from 
birth.  There  were  2  deaths  from  enteritis  between  3  months  and 
a  year. 

During  1920,  there  were  3  cases  of  ophthalmia  notified 

During  the  year  7  cases  of  Tuberculous  Disease  were  reported 
among  children  of  school-age,  including  o  pulmonary,  one  of 
glands,  and  a  tuberculous  knee.  Of  the  pulmonary,  3  were 
female  and  2  males,  and  the  other  two  cases  were  both  males. 
As  regards  attendance  at  school,  there  is  no  strict  rule,  but  it 
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1ms  long  been  regarded  in  this  district  that  exclusion  from  school 
ol  all  pulmonary  cases  is  desirable. 

SCHOOLS 

Durng  the  year  only  two  schools  have  been  c'osed  for  measles, 
Bagnail  and  Longsdon.  Apart  from  these,  and  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria  at  Brown  Edge  (9  diphtheria  and  5  scarlet 
fever),  Baddeley  Green  (1  scarlet  fever  and  4  diphtheria),  and 
Brindley  Ford  (2  scarlet  fever),  the  reports  of  Infectious  Diseases 
among  school  children  have  been  the  lowest  for  years.  The 
schools  are  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  sees  to  the 
sanitation  of  the  premises.  After  an  outbreak  of  fever  or 
diphtheria  the  schools  are  thoroughly  disinfected.  The  Medical 
Officer  on  more  than  one  occasion  visited  the  school  where  diphtheria 
existed,  inspecting  the  throats  of  the  pupils,  and  taking  swabs 
for  examination  in  doutful  cases.  In  doing  this  he  was  surprised 
at  the  number  of  children  with  enlarged  tonsils,  adenoids,  and 
a  catarrhal  condition  of  pharynx. 

HOUSING. 

The  conditions  remain  the  same  as  in  my  last  annual  report. 
There  is  still  the  overcrowding  in  the  Norton  area  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  houses.-  So  far,  the  extent  to  which  the  scheme  for 
removing  this  condition  has  advanced  is  the  acquisition  in  the  parish 
of  Norton  or  two  budding  sites — the  one  at  Annatt’s  House,  between 
Norton  Green  and  Brown  Edge,  and  the  other  at  Cornhill,  ad¬ 
joining  the  Whitfield  garden  village.  No  buildings  have  yet  been 
erected. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  SHOPS. 

There  are  96  registered  milk  sellers  in  the  district  whose 
premises  have  been  regularly  visited.  The  cows  are  generally 
speaking  of  the  short-horn  breed,  sound,  and  look  in  good  con- 
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clition .  J  lie  cowsheds  are  limited  in  cubic  capacity,  and  are  often 
badly  lighted  and  ventilated.  In  this  district,  with  its  extremely 
cold  winters,  the  practical  farmer  is  opposed  to  the  admission 
oi  the  raw  cold  air,  which  he  argues  would  be  more  injurious 
to  his  stock  than  the  lack  ol  scientific  ventilation.  Much  will 
he  needed  to  bring  the  cowsheds  of  this  district  up  to  modern 
standards,  but  at  present  under  the  conditions  that  exist,  it  is 
plainly  expedient  to  “  ca  canny,”  and  try  and  make  the  best  use 
of  existing  structures. 


J.  COWAN  McCLEW. 


Table  I.-  Leek  Rural  District. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1920  and  previous  Years. 
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* Hai es  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  11,  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 

Noth. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  column  6  of  this  table  are  the  whole  of 
those  registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district  or 
division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  6, 
corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  8  and  the  addition  of 
the  number  in  Column  9. 

Area  of  District  in  acres') 

(land  and  inland  \  72, 90S 
water).  ) 


Bagnall  added  in  1907.  593  population 
Under  water, 460  acres 


Total  population  at  all  ages  . 15,488  f  3^. 

Number  of  intial  ited  houses .  .’>.432  I  — 

Average  numhe  of  persons  per  house  ...1.5  < 


Table  IT.  Leek  Rural  District. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1920. 


—  Norton  Sub-Registration  District.  2 — Lougnor  Sub-Registration  District. 

3 — Leek  and  Leekfrith  Sub-Registration  Districts. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Tinsters  wood,  Brownedge.  Leek  Isolation  Hospital, 


Table  III — Leek  Rural  District 
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Meningitis 

2 

i 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

28 

1 

1 

8 

IS 

Bronchitis 

10 

4 

i 

2 

3 
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14 
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Table  IV.-Leek  Rural  District. 

- - 

1920. — Infant  Mortality. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ayes  under  One  Year  of  Aye. 
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Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  .  Croup 
Influenza 
Erysipelas 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis 
Convulsions 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia  all  forms 
Diarrhoea, 

Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Syphilis 
Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  Birth 
Atelectasis 
Congenital  Debility 
Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility,  and  Marasmus 
Other  defined  Diseases 
Ill- defined  Diseases 
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2 

1  1 

1 

1  1 
1 


1 

4 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 


10 


1  1 


12 


10  3  6  21  33 


Table  V. 

Causes  of  Death  in  Leek  Rural  District,  1920. 


Causes  or  Death. 

(Civilians  only) 

Males 

Females 

ALL  CAUSES. 

01 

78 

Enteric  Fever 

Measles 

*> 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  - 

\\  hooping-cough 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

l 

2 

1 

Influenza 

Erysipelas 

i 

... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

4 

4 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

8 

7 

Rheumatic  Fever 

... 

Meningitis 

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

11 

14 

Bronchitis 

5 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

7 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

*2 

Diarrhoea  &c.  (under  2  years) 

2 

2 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Alcoholism 

.  .  . 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  fever 
Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

1 

6 

7 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

6 

2 

Suicide 

1 

.  .  . 

Other  defined  diseases 

30 

22 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever 

Poliomyelitis 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

22 

11 

Illegitimate 

1 

Total  Births 

205 

172 

Legitimate 

198 

166 

Illegitimate 

12 

‘  6 

Population  (for  Births  and  Deaths) 

15,680 

Genera]  Register  Office, 


Somerset  House, 

London,  VV.C.2 


April,  1921. 
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TABLE  VII 


SUMMARY  of  SANITARY  WORK 
during  the  year  1920, 


done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector's 
in  the  Rural  District  of  Leek. 


1  )epartment 


Dwelling 

houses 

anil 

Schools 


House 

Drainage 


Foul  Conditions 
Structural  Defects 
Overcrowding  ... 

I'n fit  for  Habitation  ... 
Lodging- houses 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowsheds 
Bakehouses 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

Canal  Boats  ...  ... 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Water  Closets 
Defective  Traps 
No  Disconnection 
Other  Faults 
Water  Supply... 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 


Totals.. 


Number  of 

Abatement 

Notices. 

N  uiaancea  Aba¬ 

ted  after  notice 
by 

Inspect¬ 
ions  and 
Observ¬ 
ations 
made. 

Defects 
found  . 

I  nform- 
il  by  In 
spector. 

?ormal 
>y  Au- 
Tiorit  v 

Inspect¬ 

or. 

Author 

ity. 

;» 

5 

5 

15 

8 

8 

8 

41 

*) 

‘2 

2 

36 

9 

9 

9 

\  93 

19 

19 

19 

48 

1 

1 

1 

58 

1 

1 

1 

•_>1 

0 

0 

0 

106 

36 

30 

30 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

8 

15 

l 

7 

l 

1 1 

8 

ft 

t) 

18 

16 

16 

16 

28 

12 

12 

12 

13 

5 

5 

5 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

it 

87 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

D 

38 

9 

9 

9 

674 

157 

I  151 

149 

Unwhole¬ 
some  food 


Food  and 
Drugs  Act 


I  Number  of  Seizures 
]  Condemned  by  Magistrate 
1  Prosecutions  for  exposing  for  sale 
\  Convictions  ditto  ditto 
(Samples  taken  for  Analysis 
.  Number  found  Adulterated,  &c. 

I  Proceedings  taken 
Number  of  Convictions... 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Nil 


Nil 


Precautions  against  infectious  disease 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or  Destroyed 
Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease... 

Schools  ditto  ditto 

Chapels  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things... 
Convictions  ditto  ditto... 


55 

a 

1 


NOTE.  —  When  an  Inspection  or  Notice  embraces  more  than  one  defect,  it  may  be  enumerated 

separately  as  regards  each  such  defect. 

Signed  Geo.  Rd.  Hewlett, 

Imvector  of  Nuisances. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
1920,  for  the  Rural  District  of  Leek. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Homework 


1.— INSPECTION. 

(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances). 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecution*. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)... 
Workplace0  (other  than  Outworkers’  Premises  in¬ 
cluded  in  part  3  of  this  Report).. 

36 

Total 

36 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 


Number  of  Detects 


Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M, 
Inspector. 

of 

Prosecutions 

Nuisance s  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

.  ,  .(insufficient 

Sanitary  accommoda  J  un8uitable  or  defective 

^10n  1  not  separate  for  sexes.. 

See  foot 

note. 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts :  — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 

(S.  101)  ...  ...  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100;.  .. 

Other  offences 

None 

None 

None 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which 
are  included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report. 

Total 

*  Sec,  -2  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted,  but  no 
standard  has  been  fixed  by  the  Council. 


Registered  Workshops.  5.— Other  Matters. 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Statistics. 

Year  ended  December,  1920. 

1.— GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population  ... 

(21  General  death-rate 

(,‘L  Death  from  tuberculosis 
(41  Infantile  mortality 

(o)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes 
((i)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling  houses 
(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 

2.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

1  INSPECTION. 

(It  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  de¬ 
fects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 

corded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ... 

II.— REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE 
OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers 

III  — ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Plan 
ning,  &c. ,  Act.  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  resepet  of  which 

Closing  Orders  become  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 


16680 

10-7 

•6 

•87 

3624 

1892 

6 


48 

563 

9 

23 


11 


9 

9 

0 

0 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts.  I 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  1 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  i  «g 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  , 

remedies  — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ..  38 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  0 


C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  &c..  Act.  1909. 

(11  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 
making  of  Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(o')  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  persu- 
ance  of  Demolition!  Orders  ... 

3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to 
Improvement  Schemes  under  (a).  Part  I.,  or  (b),  Part  IT.,  of 
the  Act  of  1890:  — 

(1)  Name  of  area 

(2)  Acreage 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced 


None 


4.  — Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye¬ 
laws  erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  section  25 
ol  tlie  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1810  ... 

5.  — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  the  duties 
of  each  officer  :  Council’s  Surveyor. 
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